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Acrs xiii, . 


For * that dwell at Jeruſalem, and their Bale, 
iecauſo they knew him not, nor yet the Voices o 
the Prophets which are read every. haſt 
4 8 fulfilled chem: in condemning him. 


0 HE great Apoſtle of the Gengites 
in his Travels with his Com- 
Pier; coming to Antioch i 

ſuia, they went into the 7526 
Synagogue, and found them 

miore candid than many of their 
Prebfen elſewhere : > For, after going through 
their' uſual F orms, they ſet open the Daor for 
them to ſpeak. Paul readily accepts the Mo- 3 
tion, and after beckoning for Audience, he 
briefly runs over many remarkable Things fre- 
corded in the ſacred Hiſtory, concerning - their 
Nation, from their Bondage in Egypt, to David's 
Advancement to be King over them ; whom 
Gon raiſed up to be a great Deliverer and Ruler 
of his People, and who was a remarkable Ty als 
of Ali, the Saviour and King of IJſruel, w. 


| „ 
was to come of David's Line. He het; pro- 


ceeds- directly to declare that this promiſed Sa- 
viour was actually come; John having firſt, ac- 


cording to the Prophecy, prepared his Way; 


and ſo in a ſhort and comprehenſive Method 
he comes to the great Buſineſs which his Heart 
vas chiefly engaged i in, viz. to hold forth Sal- 
vation to them through this glorious Redeemer. 
And to move them to a ready Acceptance of 
theſe great Bleſſings, he ſets before them the 
, melancholy Example of the Inhabitants and 
Rulers of Jeruſalem, who through their Igno- 
rance and Perverſeneſs had condemned and cru- 
cified him who came juſt according to the Pro- 
hets Predictions 1 For they that dwell at Jeru- 
Ba and their Rulers, becauſe they knew him not, 
nor yet the Voices of the Prophets which. are read 
every Sabbath-Day, they have fulfilled them # in con- 
demning him. 
Wien Words, as well as the other Bali 
tures, were written for our Learning and Ade 
monition, in theſe Ends of the World. In 


order therefore to {Prove chem for our. Ad- 


vantage, let 1 


I. Take a brief Sarah of the 7 vices of the _ 
phets of | the Old Te Namenr, which were exattly 
Jew in Jeſus. | 


II. Confider the Reaſm why the | ge 4 nod 


 weceive bim. thou 4 F4 vey bad 3 en Heard 22 
ou Predictions. 1 8 


1 Lap 


+ 


1 
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I. Ler us take a brief Survey of the Voicts 
of the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, which 
were exactly fulfilled in Jeſus. _ 

Axb firſt, as to that which ſcemed moſt puz- 
zling to that People, namely, that real 1 


ſhould be united to Humanity, and for whic 


they condemned him as a Blaſphemer, becauſe 
that he being a Man ſhould make himſelf GOD.* 
Yet how plainly do the Prophets ſpeak to this 
Point ? lab theiks of a Virgin's conceiving 
and bringing forth a Son, whoſe Name ſhould 
be called IM MANUEL, which ſignifies Gop with 
us. And he further declares that this Child, 
ſhould be called The Michry Gov, the 
EvERLASTING F ATRER T Jeremiab tells of 


Gov's raifing to David a righteous Braneh whoſe 


Nameſhould be called, The Lox D our RicnTE- 
OUSNESS.'f Micah ſays. his Goings forth have 
been from of Old, from Everlaſting ; and Zecha- 
riab calls him Gop's F ELLOW. ! All which 
could never be true of any mere Creature ; and 
2 it is counted Blaſphemy, by thoſe who 

ad often heard all this, and much more of 
the like Nature, for him to aſſert his Go l-head. 

Tux as to his taking human Nature, He 


was to come of the Poſterity of Abraham, and 


make good the ultimate Reach of the Promiſe 
concerning his 0 The Tribe is alſo fore- 
told: : 


* Job. x. 33, and xix. 7. By th. vii. 14, and i ix. 6. 
Mat. i. 23, + Fer. xxiii, 5, 6. Mic. v. 2. 
il Zech. 5 7. J Gen. xyli. 7, an and xxii. In. 
Grab. Wi, 16. a e 


- F 


1 6 1 


od: Good old Jacob, when he on his Death 
Bed bleſſed his Children concerning Things to 
come, told them that the Scepter ſhould not 
depart from Judab, nor a Law-giver from be- 
tween his Feet, until SHilob came, unto whom 
the Gathering of the People ſhould be.“ The 
Family of David is likewiſe named. He is the 
Branch ſo often ſpoken of, to ſpring. from: Feſſs 


and David's Root. Yea, and Micab foretells 7 


the Place where he ſhould be born, even Beth- 
leben t, the Town of David's Nativity. The Re- 
gion where he chiefly acted in his public Miniſtry 
js pointed out, even the Land of Zebulon and 
Nepitali, upon the Sea- Coaſts in GalileeF., 

Tur which the Jews took great Offence at 
viz. the Meanneſs of his outward Appearance, 
the Prophets are very plain upon. He ſball 
grow up as a Root out of a dry Ground : He 
hath no Form nor Comlineſs : He is deſpiſed 
and rejected of Men, a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief l. Our Lord exactly an- 
ſwered. theſe Deſcriptions; and Jer ſo blind 
were that People, that, theſe Proofs of his, being 
the Meſſiah, they took to be Evidences that = 
was not, 

Bur to paſs much that might be er in 
his Life, I ſhall haſten towards his Death. That 
great Event drawing near, he rides into Jeru- 
ſalem according to the Prophecy, in * | 
and yet, lowly f 1 upon. an Aſs, 4 nd upon 
| a 
* Gen. x11K 10. 1 Je. xi. 1. Fer. xxiii. 5. 


+ Mich, v. 2.  $ 1/a. ix. 1, 2. Mat. iv. || Ja. lil, 11. 


* 


* 1 ann - 9 * WY * ay . 
by x 1 


e Colt the Fole of an Aſs*. And entering the 
Temple, he overturns Things there, and ap- 
"= os fo plainly in Word and Deed againſt their 
; orruptions, that they. could no longer endure 
mim; and yet they could not prevail againſt 
him, till a profeſſed Friend of his offered to 
betray him, that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled; He that eateth Bread with me, hath lift 
up his Heal againſt me: r The Price which 
they gave for him is expreſsly told by the Pro- 
phet, namely Thirty Pieces of Silver: And fo 
1s the Uſe that it was afterward put to, even to 
3 buy the Potter's Field. The dreadful Treatment 
that our Saviour met with from his Perſecutors, 
and his Behaviour under it, is ſcarce more 
clearly, or affectingly deſcribed by the Evan- 
po. than by the Prophets. They ſpeak of 
is Cheeks being ſmitten, his Face ſpit upon, 
his Hands and Feet, yea, and Side pierced, His 
having Gall and Vinegar given him is foretold; 
and ſo is the Soldiers parting his Garments and 
caſting Lots upon his Veſture: The Inſults of 
the Phariſees are likewiſe deſcribed. . He truſted 
on the Lord, let him deliver him, &c. and fo 
is Cbriſt's Meekneſs as a Lamb under all this. 
And David ſets down the very Words which 
he uſed on the Croſs; My God, my God, why 
Daft thou fotſaken me?F They ſhew the quick 
en 9. Mat. xxi. 5. f P/a. xli. 9. Job. Xii. 18. 
1 I Zech. xi. 12, 13. Mat. xvi. 15, and xxvii. 9, 10. 
A Eſa. xxii. 1, 8, 16, id, and Ixix. 2 1. Ja. I. 6, and 
* 7, 8. Mich. v. 1. Zech. xii. 10. Mat. Xxvi. 63» 
67, and xxvii. 34, 35, 43, 46. 
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Diſpatch which was made: He was taken from 


Priſon and from Judgment, and who. all declare 


bis Generation? for be was cut off out of the Land 
bf the Living. Let his Soul was not left in Hell, 
neither did his Fleſh ſee Corruption : But he 


aroſe, arid alſo aſcended on high, and lead Cap- | 
tivity Captive, Gc.* 


'TazsE are ſome of the Prices of the Prophets 


| concerning the Meſſiah, which the Fews were 
then looking for: And why did not they re- 


ceive him, when he ſo exatily anſwered theſe 


Deſtriptions ? ? The Anſwer is plain in the Text; 5 
therefore we proceed: 


II. To conſider the Reaſon why the did not 
receive him, though they had ſo 6 46 heard 


theſe plain Predictions; which was, Becauſe they 
knew him not, nor the Voices of the Prophets; 


*twas their Ignorance of Gob and his Word. 


Bur were they really ignorant? Why it ſeems = 


this the ey knew ſo much about the Time of the 


Meſſiah's coming, that they were in great Ex- | 


pectation of him "about that Seaſon : They knew 


that he was to be the. Son of David; and could 


tell Herod that he was to be born in Bethlehem, 


And they expected that he would be a great 
Deliverer and Saviour of their People: But their 


Miſery was that they were ignorant of the ſpi- 
ritual Nature of theſe ofeat Things. T, hey knew 
him not; were ighorant of the Nature BE Per- 
feRtions * the N. W had not — 
5 5 W 

ins Þ * Za xvi. 10, and beviii. M.. 48s i. TH 0 | 
12 Lale 1 iii. 15. De Sy * xxii- 


3 


wha Jolas FA hg heir-Fachers)' Gz, Ye als | 
not ſerve the Lord y = he 4 is an 150 G05 Nor 
had ſuch a View of his Holineſs as Jaiab, which 
made him ery out, Wo is ne, for 1 am undone, 
becauſe 1 am a Man uf unclean Lips, and I dwell 
in the midſt of a People of unclean Lips: For mine 
Eyes have ſeen the King," the Lord of Hoſts.” And 
he had a living Application from off Gop's 
IN Altar, to purge away his Sin, in order to his 
going forth on Gon's Errandt. No, they did 
not think their ſtanding to be ſuch hefore Go, 
but that if they had good Inſtructions; and good 
Motives, they might obtain Salvation, without 
ſupernatural: Help: Hence one of them that 
diſcovered a high Eſteem of Cbriſ, aud earn 
* kneeling to him; his Inquiry was, hat 22 
I po that Inay inherit eternal Life? The Fetys 
had ſuch an Opinion of their Doings, that they 
did not believe that they needed an Almighty 
Helper, and therefore Rumbled at his aſſerting 


his Godhead ? And I have often thought that 


one main Reaſon why any in theſe Times den 
Chriſt's Divinity, is becauſe they doirr ſee their 
Caſe to be ſo wretched as to wang” an infinite 


4 Saviour. | 
Ken not the Foie of the 


Fox run, t 


| Prophets; though they read much in the Pro- 
phets Writings; they did not underſtand their” 
Ts 8 but formed earthly Conceptions of 
heavenly ad of Oh Thus, for Inſtance, whert 
Irif's coming g as the King - 
| tr 2 15 


5 
0 Ju. zaly, 19. t 1a. vi, * 1. x, 17. 


thn Mu * . N N ä 8 re n EE 
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| Tract, they * "Ip one that would deliver 
them from their outward Enemies, and raiſe 
their en above all the Kingdoms round 
about: Hence the Phariſees demanded of Feſus, 
Nen the Kinzdom of God food come? Bat he 
replied, The Kingdom F God - cometh not with Ob- 
Aer vat on; neiuber all they ſay lo here, or lo there. 
Nn Gop's Kingdom comes not with outward 
"Show, like carthly one's, that Obſervers might 
| tay,” Lo here comes our King with his Retinue, 
or there he appears in his Glory. No ſays our 
Saviour, For behold the Kingdom of God vs untbin 
ven. His Kingdom i is of av inward and run ; 
Nature. OK 
TRE Evaoj lift vob ſets the Ca irt a very 
- eli Light ; he ſhews that when Jeſus came to 
"his own People, they received him not: But 
_ thoſe which did receive him, were thoſe, Which © 
were born not of Blood, nor of the Will of the |g 
* Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but ef Cod. "They | 
; being divinely enlightened, Beheld bis Glory, the | 
Glory as of the only-begotten of the' Father, full of | 
Grice and Truthf. While others who were truſt- | 
ing in their Blood Relation to Abraham, and in 
rheir free Will Power, ſaw no Form nor Comli- 
neſs in him. Thus it appears, that their Igno- 
rance of the Nature and Perfections of the Di- 
vine Being, and conſequently of their own un- 
likeneſs to him, and wretched Condition before 
him; and ſo not being ſenſible” of what a Sal- 
vation they needed, was the grear Cauſe of their 1 
R "ns 
* Lake xv. 20, 21, if Fob. i. Meier 
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Now in theſe Things, they were willingly, nay, 
many of them wilfully ignorant, by which they 
brought upon themielves dreadful Guilt and 
amazing Ruin: Which ſhocking Example was 
juſtly ſer forth by the Apoſtle, as a Warning to 
the Jews at Autioch, not to do the like; and it 
ought hhewiſe ſeriouſly to be regarded by cach 
of our Souls: Which may lead us to ſome par- 
ticular Improyement of the Hints, that dr | 
been eie, 0 ec co 2 Ad 13 

1. How. ſhould thee Things teach 5 4 
prize and regatd the holy ee In them 


alone is clearly. diſcovered how we have:de- 


ſtroyed ourſelyes, and here our Help is found. 
The Author, the Nature, and che Glory of our 
Salvation is there revealed, as the Light of Na- 
ture, and all the Wiſdom, of this, World could 


: | neyer have found it out. And as theſe good 


ws ews are glorious in themſelves. ſo they are to e 
de pended upon by us. Nothing confirms 


ke the exact Accomplihment af | 
the Things predicted. This was the ancient 


| Rule which -Gop , to Iſrael, to know his 


Prophets by. how convincing then are 
the Evidences ie we have of the Verity of the 
Bible} None but Men divinely inſpired could 


tell Hundreds, or Thouſands of Tears before 


4 1 * 


Hand, ſo many great Things Vea, d mi tute 
Circumſtapces 00, concerning. £ the Birk Lf | 


and Death of our Saviour, as were written by 
F 88 * OG _ the 


Deut. xviii. 24, 


7 * „ PT TTY * 
e 
* 


; T 12 1 
4 * Prophets, and are reſtified by the Apoſtles, 


S 


and many other Witneſſes, in the New Teſta- | 


ment“. And as certainly as thoſe Things 
which were ſpoken concerning Chriſt's Obe- 
[ dience.and Sufferings are accompliſhed, fo ſurely 
will all that is ſaid about the Glory which ſhould 
' Followy' be fulfilled: Yea, every Promiſe, and 
every Threatening 1 in Gop's ſacred Book, ſhall 
finally take Place in their full Extent, to the 
eternal Glory of the Divine Being, and the com- 
plete Happineſs or Miſery of all the human 
Race. O, what Madneſs then are all ſuch guilty 
— who diſregard and run on contrary to the di- 
zine Oracles in their Lives and Converſations ! 
Such Behaviour is like running upon the Point 

of a Sword, to which Gop's Word is frequently 


to the Jailor, Do rbyſelf no Harm. 
2. HxxNek, ſee the Neceſſity of thi Aids & | 
the: divine Spirit, in order to underſtand and 
prove the Scriptures: as we ought. Many 
. as well as formerly, are forward to cry up 


| denen e 1 N z * 0 
00 
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1 Here let me e Io Dr. 6771 in big Expoteion 

of the New-Teftament, has: clearly ſnewn from the anci- 
ent Jade Writings, that while they ſhew their Blaſphemy 
i and Malice againft Chrif, they r give their 

_ Teſtimony to many Facts concerning him: For they own 
that there was fach 2 Perſon as 'Ze/«s, or Fl 4 (as they in 
ende call him) che Son of 2 the Wife of Jeſcph; 


273 1 4. xvi. 28. 
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compared. To ſuch I would cry, 4 TIN] did 


"pax he was born in Bethlehem; that 1 be _ ee 
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look upon ſuch as have not a large Share thereof, 
2s Perions incapable of underſtanding and im- 
proving tlie ſacred Writings aright, [This Pro- 

le who -knoweth nat the Lam are 1 05 *] But 
that Saying remains as true now as heretofore, 


The World | by Wiſdem knew not Gd And 


that if am Man ſecmeth to be wiſe in this World, 
he muſt. beceme 4 Fool, in order to be truly 
wiſef.' J. e. He muſt be ſenfible of, and ac- 
knowledge his own Ignorance and Folly before 

ob, and gladly yield to and embrace theTeach- 
nes and Influences of the Holy Spirit: That 
Spirtt-of Truth which guides into all Truthf. 
Saint Stephen ſums up the fatal Error of the 
Fews thus, Te fiffnecked and untircumeiſed i 
Heart and Ears, ye do always refit tbe Kol v 


— 


SGnosr: & your Fathers did, a do Js: OP 


Tur Necetlity and Importance*of the Help 
of the Divine Spirit, may further appear from 
;ö;ßͤͥ ] mf 
FRS. From the Imperfection of the Ideas 
which we form concerning Things that we are 
5 N | 5 3 . FO SUED LL EF Iu Ed * . 
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that he lived many Years in Nazareth, and hence they fre- 


— — 


; queue call him a Nazarene.) They mention John the 


aptiſt; They ſpeak of Judal's betraying of him; and 


— 


that when his Diſciples ſaw he was taken, they ran 
1 ens oi They ſay the Elders of Jeruſalem ſmote him with 


5 and put à Crown of Thorns upon his Head, and 


that he was put to Death becauſe he was nigh to the King- 


dom. Theſe, with ſome other Things they mention, 
ey would repreſent. him to be the worſt of Men. 
Job. vu. 49. f 1 Cor. i. 21, and iii. 19. 
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not Seed with, Flow Sven 30 any per. 
ſons find Places, Perſons or I hings to, agree 
with the Conceptions Which they have formed 
of. them from verbal or written Deſcriptions ! 
And if our Apprehenſions are ſo dull about 
earthly Things, that are out of the Circle of our 
Particular Ac uaintance; how confuſed and 
talſe will Sel ee be. of heavenly Things, 


without the Teachings of the Holy Ghoſt ]. Ihe 


Reaſon why the natural Man cannot know them, 
is, becauſe, they are ſpiritually diſcerned. : T} 
Apoſtle uſes a very ſtriking Similitude to . 
luſtrate this Caſe, For, ſays he, aba Man know- 
eth the Things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of. Man 
cohich is in him? even ſo the Things of God knoweth 
xo Man, but the Spirit of Gods. Which ſhews 
that his Teachings are as needful for the true 
Knowledge of the Things of Gop, as the Uſe 
of our intellectu al Powers are in order to be aca | 
ſcious of Things within us. 

_ SgconvpLy. The Wiſe giye wrong Judg ment 
when their Minds are byaled, A Gift hott blind 
the Eyes of the Wiſe, and pervert the Words. of the 
Righteous, Now Pride, Self-Love, Self- Inte- 
reſt, the Frowns or Favors of the World, and 
Abundance of other Things, like Fogs, ariſe 
often in the Mind to prevent a juſt View of 
Things: Nay, ſays the Apoſtle James, Do ye 
f hint that the Scripture ſaith in vain, the Spirit 
' that dwwelleth in us luſteth to Enuy? What then is 


the Remedy aganſt- this or ET: "hs | 
| 


*1 Cor. i . 1 Deut. xvi xvi. 19. 
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He, giveth more Gries; whereſore he ſeith, God 
refiteth the Proud, tut  Hiveth | Grace unto the 
 Humble®. ; 

3. Ir the Trftberees 228 ln dhrellüg of the 
holy Spirit is ſo needful for all; how efſentially 
neceſſary muſt it be for a Goſpel Miniſter ?' The 
Teachers of the Fewwihh Church were (at leaſt 
ſome of them) Men of no mall Capacities and 
Acquirements: CHRIST calls them the Mie and 
pPrudent f. But their Hearts not being right 
with Gop, the greater their Gifts, the more 
Miſchief they did; and ſo it generally * 
to be with ſuch Men, i all Generations, 
Among many Things that might be named to 
|  Mufrate this Point, I fhall fix upon this, viz. 
' Miniſters are Chrift s Ambaſſadors, to treat with 
Souls in his Name about being reconciled” to 
: Gop+. Well, ſhould any Perſon now, When a 
Treaty is propoſed,” to labor for to reconcile 
the Powers at War, advance this as a Rule, 
that in making choice of Ambaſſadors to act 
for our King and Nation in theſe great Affairs, 
_ that if any Perſons can be found who have large 
* Gifts, 484 are well verſed in the Languages, 
Hiſtory, and political Affairs of the Nations 
. concerned, then *tis no eſſential Thing, whether 
in Heart they are Friends to our Nation or 
to, its r h would ſuch a one be 

looked | 


2 Here note, at I Ie eaten 80g gainſt — — 
* wel, but only of the Place fone g give it; and to uſe the 
Compariſon, | 

Fanes iv. $ 6. 1 Mat. xi. 25. * 2 Cor. v, 20. 
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1 upon, 3 * 1 1 1 Fwy 
not anſwer; others would do it faſt enough. 
And what Reaſon can be given why ſupreme 
Love to Chrift and his Cauſe, is not as ea 
in his Ambaſſadors as in Kin ng Georges 


Snoul o it be ſaid that a Perſon may have a 
good moral Character, and a Deſire to promote 


others“ Salvation, though he be not regenerated 


himſelf. I reply, that our Lord. declares, that 
He that is not with me, is againſt ne; and he that 
gathereth not with me, Eat abroad“. All 
are either real Friends or Enemies to Chrift, and 


thoſe who don't view the Caſe to be ſo, have not 


true Ideas of the Controverſy which ſubſiſts be- 


tween Gop and Man; and therefore are very 
_ unfit, Perſons to haye the Miniſtry. of Reconci- 


liation committed to them. But ſay many, 
55 * can't know who are converted, and who 

for God. only ſearcheth the Heart.“ Ax- 
_— He only ſees what the inward Diſpoſiti- 
ons of Mens Minds are towards our King and 
Nation, as well as towards Heaven; but will 
any argue from thence that we can't know who 
are our Friends, and who not ?—Tt will likely 


be reply'd, that indeed we may form a Judg- 


ment ſufficient to act upon; yet poſſibly we may 
be miſtaken after all. Well, when that is 
allowed, fil how is it Sm 2 _ in civil 


75 and 


fo as. at. METS EEE _— 
8 - my 


OT OT” _— 


| 8 that Mr. 4 Krach aid, ——9 5 Shai ago : Human | 


Learning may be a good Hand-maid to Religion ; but if 


Like . the muſt needs be Miſtreſs, then caſt ber out. 


1 Xii. 35. 
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and: pohtical dad Danger 6f b 
5 apon, makes” Men morè Careful; 
that if there are Counterfeits abroad; they Git 
conclude that they'll — 4 ng mere Money; rior 
on the other Hand, that "they'll" take” all chat 
comes: No; but they bk more criticay! after 
the diſtinguiſhing Marks of the true Coin: And 
why. will not Men be as wife about Things ff 1 — 
ritual and heavenly ?' 1 know no better f 

for it than this, O72. 4 at 1H 18 | 
more Place and deeper er ngen, gerd 5 
Men's Minds, than Thihgs above.” And I with 
there Was no Reaſon' to complain, even in this 
Land of Goſpel Light; that ſome” who claim 
the Power of introducing Men into the Mini- 
ſtry; yet. neglect even to examine their Candi- 
dates whether they are regenerated or no; 5 2 
though that was ſo ſmall a Part of their U 
2 poor it _ not — . 8 


ee Te N of vo Cauſe: — 
alc in his: ſpiritual coming, is often treated by 
many Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, much as his 
Perſon was by the Jets; namely, becauſe their 
Eyes are blinded as to the Nature of ſpiritual 
Things, ſo that when Gop appears to work. 
effectually for the Salvation of Souls, they make 
ſtrange of it, or boldly fight againſt 1 it; and yet 
think chat they would not appear ag nit a Sd | 
Work, no more than the Fews th ught ata 
would in Chrift's 1 . x. 33. 


T1 


2225 e 8 
| 52 H de e, 
yea, veak, baſe and deſpiſed Things of 
the V we pwn he choſen to the End, That no 
Ha 7 5 glory in his P ener: They readily 
allo DW, 7 rn kv pe to deal thao" 1n 
: and Gentile Phil nc ha} a very Falls; Gon: 
rig lars own 2 8 
ey do not ſuppoſe any other but that their 
1 of themſelves is juſt, and can't think 
that Cbriſ will make Uſe 3 Inſtruments and 
Means, now to promote his Cauſe, which look 
B, weak. and deſpicablę in their Ryes. Juſt 
ſo tt | Phariſees of old lod ked upon the Conduct 
'of the' ir Fathers. Mat. XXIili. e Which 
Would be a Warning de us all to beware -6f 
Self-Conceit. 524634 phi I 6; e 
 PrEvmenT: Edwards. n abegen Yaarn 
ago, in his Thoughts Which he publiſhed. af the 
Work of Gop then in New-Enpgland, that the 
Error of thoſe that: oppoſed the Werk (where 
their Error lay in, the Underſtanding, and not 
in the Diſpolrion) GIN: K i * | 
three Dien en 155 N | 
"Pp 9 72 ns: * ent, 5 Metis 
"and Ma Manner of its: being introduce,” and not by the 
Nature of the Wark ſelf... Go 7, 20 Ort: 
2. In their. not n the Ser uuns cler, only 
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"of 25 2h e 165 You yon 
een | N o n Are EET 321 
244 15 „ VEN, rn eo oe 
An he em ſake many make uſe of 
io old Cuſtoms, if not their: own Eadpe- 
riences ton, as Rules to judge of the Work by, 
e the _— Oracle. dae 80 


| mlclves, and. are a as worde vr 
* of x oak lawns — and — as, 

_ becauſe of what I haue heard and ſeen of late. 
Ar ER great Declenſions and Sime and | 

-the' awful p 4 ilin 4 10 | 

the Lord has beet? 


pleaſed in inänite Mercy to 
F revives Work in various 5 And yet 
great Numbers both! af Miniſters: and Prople, 
dat ät, either with» Diſregard, or . | 
io otwithitariding — nf in) he being a 
divine Work are fuch as- theſe: Namely, Many 
that formerly ſcarce ſhemed any Regard to Re- 
— — meh pos e, Worſhip, 
, 5 Ges " Tort 4 w- 


of 8 Fade a ag h, 3 me 
80 Touns adjoining; where the. Wark began laſt May, and 
Has prevailed ſo far, that not 'leſs' than Threeſcors have 
deen thought to be converted ſince then. I am not ſo i 
©* acquainte G with Mankind as to be inſenſible how rea 
many are to 78 Vou don't know who are ed 
fe? But, I ſhall. beg Leave to re ly, in the Words of 
the late Prefdent Davies, „ u ſpeaking of the Work in 
* vid. I clam i * * muſt not 


£277 6 Y 
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Km 8 WIS en occaſiqnal Op- 
portunity to hear the Goſpel preached; great 
Numbers. of young People who were before 
bent upon Vanity, now ſhew more Engagement 
and Delight in religioub Exerciſes, public/a and 
Private, than ever they did in their Merry N 
Some intemperate Rerſons are become 
ſober and regular in their Conduct;  many"that |} 
_ e A Boieh the World, are 
dught to lament their Folly in purſuing eart 
Things in neglect of heavenly; — which 
had ald Grudges are reconciled, GS. 


Tnosx who are looked: upon to be converted, 
though many Ciret a nces of heir Change 
are very various; yet all agree in acknowt 

the Purity and Sr 8 the divine 1588, 
and that their Hearts as well as Lives have been 
filled with Sin, and from thence give in to the 

: Juſtice: of Gon in their Condemnation: And 
hold their Juſtification to be intirely NN. Ges 
Righteouſneſs, received by Faith: Yet a View | 
* thong is ſo far n making Vow pg" 
. e Ir 


4706 — the modeſt Prei FRI N Fenouncing it, icruple a 
Matter atteſted with all poſſible Evidences, and ſo ruſh 
«< into Seeptieiſn. If I could form no judgment of fo 
| <« public a Work, I would renounce my Function this 
oment; for with what Face can I pretend to promote 
« 7 re. in the Converſion of Men, if I] cannot 
have any /atis nowledge of it, when it appears.“ 
State of oe in — p. 28, printed at Boſton, 
1751. * the 1 f Work that has been among 
us, has a tely in !\ebaboth; Attleborough, Coventry, 
Norauich, 3 N Brimfield, An qo hn Saffield, fome other 
Places. Januaty 7 1703 | | 


9 0 e — — mach Lav 
70 85 eople, earneſt Lonce -forit 
vation" of Sguls, and the like. Indeed I am far 
from thinking chat chere Waben. 
ture of Things that are not good; though from 
the moſt careful Obſervations chat J have bern 
able to make, Lreally believe chat this Workhas 
been more clear from ſuch Things than the Work 
was twenty-one; Lears ago: Particularly che 
Impreſſions that have been made, either of a ſot - 
. rowful of joyful. Nature, have been more 2 
the Updeiftanding, and leſs on the Imagination, 
now than then: Hence, I have heard of no 
: Trances among us; alſo; C Chriſtians have been 
more folemn-3n their, —— and leſs bitter in 
their Zeal; than in the furmer Work. Na 
the Caſe is .o clear, that I ſhould not be affr d 
to defy all Men to ſhew fuller Proofs of thats 
bein Wy the Work of God's Spirit which pre- 
N then 1 in theè Land, than have appeared 
0 . us in the Tear paſt; unleſs: they think 
this to be ſo, 10 t. That the FT owes] ef and 
| Subjefts of that Work were more accountediof 
3 the. World chan theſe now; and if that be 
| the Caſe, then I would only deſire ſuch to lobk 
back again upon the Jeu Conduet towards 
CnxgisT, and take Warning | 
SOME, I know are ready to 1 « Deut go 
ſo faſt, but wait and ſee how 2 
out.“ As if * T be 1 ring from on 4 


| | their Pro 


| ahey oe many 3 7 r A White: 
monſake him? They ſaw one betray him, and 
others deny him Sc. And then they we 
-confirmed that it was all a Deluſion! pank © 
Soul daſt thou covet their Lot ? Ger had faid 
long — Fwill:chooſe their Deluflons, and twill 
ring their. Fears upon. them; becaitfe when 7 ralled 
. zone: dig anſwer ;: when! I ſpake, they: PEE bear : 
Bus they did Evil before MN. Eyes, and aud CHOSE 
_ that in uubich I delighted. noi. 4 Cant thou read 
this, delaying 3 not tromble ? When 
Go called — choſe not to rbgafrd; and he 
left them to be deluded and-perifh, | O, there- 
fore embrace the Hiri Calls wihöüt Delay? | PF 
ES:  :QxCex : more: wy . 2 300 JO v ny EPS i 
ng. Oux Subject may inform Wees in 
Reaſon why Mens Practice often contradicts 
eſſion; namely, becauſe” they are 
norant of the Nature of the Principles they 
.- profeſs, or at leaſt don't duly view chem in their 
„Conduct. A > alas! how full is che World 
. of ſuch Things? Ichall name a few Inſtances. 
. ProTEsTANTS in general, profeſs that the | 
©.-Sctiptures are the onl gras Rule to decide 
een 3 and Te ey 2 
nan L 
* Lale i. 76. | 1 "Toe l 4. | N 
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the Divine Spirit, his Judgment is then perfecb; 
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tar when any NN er old Cutom 
is brought into Diſpute, Nbeourſe is pre- 
fently had to the old Fathers; and if a Number 
de,” arid bad ones on che 


of 8800 Men on one Si 
other can he reckoned ur abe, — e w 
turned; and the 7 ci Kit 


far fo m flight 


car Light kom f the div 


Characters, as well as our o.π]n Ss 
Acnm, tis generally held that all Saints are 
imperfett' in this Life; and yet, if à Perſon who 
has prufeſt to have the In-dwelling of — —4 
Spirit, happens to have his Judgment altered 
afterwards th any Point in Religion, 1 have heard 
that Promiſe, Ib Spirit of Truth wi gnide you 


into all Truth*, . as an Evidence that 


either they had not the Spirit then, or elſe were 
in an Error now; which is as much as to ſay, 
that when à Perſon is under the Operation of 


yea, and that he muſt” never have any more 
Reformation in Principles. All chat the Spirtt 


| hes" is Fruth; but he does not teach us all 


Truth at once; for the Juſt walk in that Path 


4 e more and more unto tb perfet# 


— How oftenthuve we feen Perſons" hs thar un 


1 1 


no better Ground for their Charge, than only 
's dealing plainly with others forEvils 
they diſcovered; and yet they very ſoon 
would not ſtick to Aechrt that thoſe which oy 
complained of were deluded by the Devil! 
Fx mx is generally condemned in Word, fd 
if any who were not introduced into the Mini- 
3 in the common Way of the Land, attempt 
. preach the Goſpel, many are ready to ſay to 
= 1 Elieb did to David, I kuoto 1 Pri 
and ibe Naugbtineſs of thine" Hauri“; but 
don't ſeem to ſuſpect that Pride moves them to 
claim the Prerogative of introducing whom the | 
think proper, and of forbiding all that fen | 
not them, though it was that Principle which 
made Cbriſts Diſciples attempt ſuch a Practice 
formerly. Nay, according to the Behaviour of 
many in theſe Things, it looks as though 0 
thought that Youths - Wark pampered up at Co 
lege, — then being ſet over large. Congregati- 
ons, and to live in 2 great Deal of worldly Gran- 
deur, ſecured them {oaſis being liftad up with 
Pride 3) and: then falling into the Condemnation: of 
the Devil, more than other Men. The 
ancient Exhortation to every Man, Was Nor. to 
think of himſelf mort highly than be augbt o think; 
but to think ſoberly, actording as Gop hath dealt to 
every Man the . Meaſure: of Faith $.. But now let 
a Man have never ſo much Knowledge of the 
Doctrines of Faith, or Experience of the Grace | 
of Faith, and preach never ad; * Y 
wy 99 1 Sam. n l e ix. 335. G. 8 1 
+ 1 Tim. lid. 5. 5 Rom. xl. 2 
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and wich never ſo. much Suceeſs tod; Yet if 
is not introduced in the Way mentioned above 
how many are there that think they have ſuf» 
cient Warrant to reject him? : 
WIE I am writing of theſe Things, 1 ea 
(as it were) hear ſome fay, - Take Care, you 
will bring the Miniſtry into Contempt? 1 
anſwer a I would fain ſecure them from its 
by labouring for a Reformation; tor I believe 
each one will find that Saying true; ſooner of 
later, #/v/orver exalteth himſelf ball be abaſed 
and be that bumbleth kimſelf Jail be exaltedꝰ. 
And Gon's Dealings towards his People in News 
_ England for twenty Years back, have been won- 
desu calculated, like his Diſpenſations to- 
Wards Iſraeli inthe Wilderneſs, 75 humble them; an 
to prove the, to know what vas in their Heart, 
. a 3 his ee N 
4% . 5 
Tun krokr ry rocerd, | 14% 
| How many have there been * us; als 
ve profeſt to have ſuch Love to C and 
| his Càuſe, that they would die for him, rather 
than deny him; who yet have acted quite other- 
| wiſe when Trials — on? But there is no End 
to enumefate Particulars, no Sect, nor Order 
of Men, are free of this readful Evil, of ſay- 
ing one Thing and doing another; though b 
ſome art much more guilty of it than | 
And the Conſideration herebf, is 4 to 4 
«baſe all Fleſh EE Lg And before * WE. 
r nd. 1, | 
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this Head, let me hr that there is one Sort | 
of. People who ſtrangely think themſelves free || 
of this Charge, of ſaying. one Thing and prac- 
tiſing another, becauſe they don't profeſs Reli- || 
' £99: at all. They will exclaim at à high Rate || 
inſt the Hy wk of Profeſſors, . declare 
4 5. at it the would not be. guilty of mocking Goo 
they do, upon no Account. Nom here ſeem 
17 be an Acknowledgment of the Divine Om- | 
niſcience, and a Regard to Uprightneſs before ; 
him; and yet, at the ſame Time, they .don't || * 
fo, much as pretend to regard his Authority, 
nor ſubmit to his Government. Thus a pro- | , 
ſeſſed Regard to Gop, makes them diſregard | | 
him; and while they explode Deceit and. Self-. 
KRighteduſneſs, ſadly Rhone! Marks: of _ 
For while the "Phariſee tells of  hispaſtings and 
5 Performances, theſe boaſt of their honeſt F 
and I believe many of them depend as 22 
upon their Honey, as others Sh upon their 
Duties. But are they really honeft ? They ſay 
they abhor Self-Righteouſneſs, and it ſeems that 
they would not pretend to pray to Gon, becauſe 
their Prayers would not be acceptable; that is, 
they will not come to him, becauſe they find no 
Good in themſelves to bring. What amazing 
Things are here! Here are Men that would not 
mock Gop, and yet live in open Contempt of 
his Service; the) 4 0 they have honeſt Hearts, 
but will not ſo much as 3 their Iniquities 
to him, whom they have provoked, nor ſeek 
His — * e er ! 
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from dead Works, that we may ſerve the f 


much Help weſt | the il mainly . 


well: as Other Vices. 


led fim to renounce the 
and Gs cry to Gop to 5 his, Heart and 
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Aci Inconfiſtences, by diſregarding Re. 


ligion, chat they involve themſelves the (Teep per 
in Confuſion and Guilt, ' and run in the Meh 
Road to eternal Ruin; while Profeſſors are far 
from being excuſable, in not practiſing agree- 
able to their Profeſſion, But one Way of Peace 
and Happineſs therefore remains, which iS 
fly to the Blood of Crit, to purge our Conſciences 


God*; and ſo to abide in him. as the. Branch 
does in the Vine, that VE. nay bring fort 


much e's . 67 


BETORE conclude, I would ſet donn a i few. 


Words of Advice, to my own Soul as well as 


others, Which if rightly NaN will afford 


in this . 5 F 
Lr us the heh OM ths Per- 
felons of Gop, eſpecially his Ominiſcience and 
Omnipreſence ; 5 he fills all Places, .and ſees 
all Things, - A realizing View aue will WOR- | 
derfully 1 the Soul againſt all Deceit, as 
When David had been 
devoutly contemplating upon theſe Things, it 
ays of wicked Men, 


Wiekedneſs in "Ki, and lea in abe Way 
eee. J 
2d. Jr 


. Eb. ix. 14. 1 Je x xv. 4 Fi. PLE 


N 


F ———_— ” 4 " 
L ban o_ 3 wangen ws * 2 q * 9 un n 
4 9 * 2 6 +» - - 7 * E * * 
* „ 1 1 K n — 7 I 92 * 
1 ty, - (Ur . 7 * 
, > A : g - . 
- . 
* -% 
4 , - 
28 * 
= 


2d. Lew us oſten review our Ways, and 

compare our Profeſſion and Practice together; 

and endeavour to ſet ourſelves as Spectators, 

critically to obſerve how our Conduct may ap- 

bi ar to others, But becauſe ROE 18 . 98 to 
lind us; cherefare, * 


3 Lr us prize and Rs the faithful 
C 8 of our Fellow-Chriſtians. When the 
Man after Gap's on Heart, had been crying 
to the Lord, that his Lips and Heart might — 
kept from wicked Works, as believing Prayer 
engages the Sout to wait for an Anſwer, in the 
Way of uſing the beſt Means to obtain the 
Thing an BY i he names this as a great 
Help in the Caſe, viz. Let the,Righteous ſmite 
me, it ſball be a Kindneſs ; ard let him reprove me, 
it- ſhall be an excellent Oil which ſpall not break my 
Head*. Solomon tells us, that open Rebuke is bei- 
ter thas ſecret Love; while he that en er 
is brutifſh, and Hall die t. 


Urox the Whole, ſince the Fews trolle upon 
their outward Privileg es, and reſted in their out- 
ward Farms, and ught, 1 8 5 of them, 
that their Caſe Was fat fe, though their Hearts 
and Lives were contrary % 557 but were fo 
far miſtaken, that for thefe Things, and their 
rejecting the Saviour, they brought upon them- 

felves and Poſterity, ſuch Woes as never befel 
any other People: May our Souls take effectual 
| Warning, 

® P/al. exli. $$ r Prov. xxvil. $3 and xi xii. 1; and xv. 10. 
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Warning, not. to reſt in any Thing ſhort of a 
Union with, and Conformity to Fe/us Chriſt, 


Anp by all Means let us take Heed, that we 
do not treat this heavenly. F riend as the. Fews 
did heretofore. His coming is always contrary 


to Nature: The Prophet puts the W in 


old Time thus, V bo may abide the Day of bis 


coming? and who ſhall ſtand when be appeareth ? 


far. be is like a Refiner's Fire, end like Fullers 
Soap. But ſhall we regard our Droſs and 
Filth, mere than his Preſence and Bleſſings? 
No, but may all ſet open Doors that the * 9 
or Gro mer come in. by 4 le E N. | 
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7 0 fl 2 vacant Page, p is oe 4 = 
from Mr, WaLLIx'SC Evangelical _— Juſt 

N in Boſton. th 5 

dEware, my Soul, 2 Te mpter's J Trains 1 
He takes his Circuit round, 8 

And firſt tries ſmall Sins, glad to gain | 

Tho! bur an Inch of Ground. | 


2 If his Device ſhall once prevail 59 

- To captivate the Mind, 6p 
His ſecond Wile will ſcarcely 41 | 
Greater Succeſs to find. 


9 He is thy Enemy avow'd; ; 

His Aim is to devour: 

A Duty left, a Sin allow'd, 1 
Is bis ſuccesful Hour, _ 45 


4 The Place thy Follies to him . 
Will Pain and Sorrow coſt; 

ce from Chr ft 88 ſhale receive 
2 h * t s loſt.” 


5 The Serpent crit is by Degrees 


rites to g 5 
"Til. in 5 het foul ede ' 
He can all Ends obtain. | 


6 Sin 


6 Sin once indulg'd pollutes the Heart, . 
And breaks 1 Bonds of Peace; "4 

The holy Spirit will « | 
Divine Communian 


7 Then, O my Soul, thy Ground x maintain; 


Courageouſly reſiſt; 
If ſteadfaſt thou thy F aich retain, - 
The T empter will defift. 


8 For Satan flies the Chriſtian Shields 
Nor can his Sword endure: 

By Faith ſtand faſt; O never yield; 
"Thy an is ſecure,” a, 


* me” 8 bo, te 18 N 4 2 ” 4 Ar - K PE 
5 v0 . oF af #5 2 * * W F IETF of. . * * 

Y "0 1 4 2 

8 3h; 

% * 7 l 

CS 
1 * U 4 „ _ 
| | 2. *T 7 


© 2s 
— 


„ 
4 


c 
CT 


£&X 62%,.4 


